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the poor: I was the better for him many a day; he was a worthy gentleman.
La. But, William, he never took any care of us that were his children, to teach us anything of religion ; and this is my case, as it is the case of too many gentlemen of estates; we are the unhappiest creatures in the world ; we are taught nothing, and we know nothing of religion, or of him that made us ; 'tis below us, it seems.
Will. 'Tis great pity, indeed, and't please you ; but I know it is so too often; there's young sir
Thomas------, your worship's cousin, he is a pretty
youth, and may make a fine gentleman ; but though he is but a child, he has such words in his mouth, and will swear so already, it grieves me to hear him sometimes. It is true, his father is dead; but sure if my lady knew it, she would teach him better; it is pity so hopeful a young gentleman should be ruined.
La. And who do you think spoiled him ? Will. Some wicked children, that they let him play with, I believe, or some loose servants.
La, No, no, William, only his own father and mother; I have heard his father take him when he was a child, and make him speak lewd words, and sing immodest songs, when the poor child did not so much as know the meaning of what he said, or that the words were not fit for him to speak: and you talk of my lady ! why, she will swear and curse as fast as her coachman: how should the child learn any better ?
Will. O dear, that is a dreadful case indeed, and't please you! then the poor youth must be ruined of necessity ; there's no remedy for him, unless it pleases God to single him out by his distinguishing invincible grace.
La. Why, Ms case, William, is my case, and the